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Dear Parents

Greetings and a warm welcome to the last newsletter for this 
term. 

I would like to commence this report by thanking the College 
community for your support over the past few weeks, as 
COVID-19 impacts the lives of us all. I also acknowledge the 
trust you have shown, we are in uncharted territory at the 
moment, and understandably people are feeling anxious and 
uncertain.

As a community, we are acting proactively with this unfolding 
crisis, and the need to be calm and measured has a direct 
impact on our ability to manage in difficult times. I will be 
sending an update directly to families this afternoon. 

Lastly, thank you for your acts of kindness. Many of you 
have sent an email or stopped staff at pick up and drop off 
to express your support.  It is easy to forget about all the 
goodness in this world when you listen to the news. Yet it 
is difficult to forget the random acts of kindness. These are 
challenging times, but we will make it through this period, and 
our community will be stronger from the experience.

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence

On Friday 20 March 2020, we unveiled our 2020 National Day 
of Action “Bullying No Way” mural in the Primary School. Every 
primary student had the opportunity to create a tile with their 
name on it to be placed on the mural. 

https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/sunshinecoast/
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Colin Minke
Principal

Following the current social distancing measures, the Primary 
School event had to be redesigned. This year, classes came 
down one at a time and found their tile on the mural. We had 
conversations around the National Day of Action ethos “Everyone 
Belongs”. Thank you to Primary Art Teacher Mr Peter Evans for 
his work on this project, and his vision to express this important 
message.

2020 Next Step Survey

The Queensland Government is conducting its annual statewide 
survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 2019. The 
Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that gains a 
comprehensive picture of the employment, study and life choices 
made by Queensland school completers in the year after they finish 
Year 12. 

Between March and June, all our students who completed Year 12 
last year can expect to receive instructions to complete a web-
based survey or a telephone call from the Queensland Government 
Statistician’s Office. Please encourage them to take part. If their 
contact details have changed, please assist the interviewer with 
their updated details or forward the survey to their new address so 
they can participate. 

Further information on Next Step is available online at www.qld.gov.
au/nextstep or T: 1800 068 587.

Getting to know the Immanuel College Council

This week we introduce a new College 
Council member – Mrs Megan Bell. Megan 
has kindly agreed to be introduced to our 
community and answer the eight important 
questions we have asked all of our Council 
members recently.

How long have you been a member of the Immanuel College 
Council? 
One month.

What is your job? 
Commercial Property Manager (my own business).

Hobbies/pastimes?
Mountain biking and learning to surf.

Which sporting team do you support?
Brisbane Broncos (mostly as my family make me watch each 
game).

What is your favourite meal?
Anything from Rice Boi (Asian Fusion Style Food).

Given the choice of anyone in the world, who would you want 
as a dinner guest?
Scott Harrison from Charity Water. I’d love to know more about how 
he set up his Charity. I believe everyone should have access to 
clean, sustainable water, and he is making great progress to make 
this happen.

What is the place you would most like to visit?
I have always wanted to go to Venice, Italy, but maybe not for a 
while now.

Who do you admire most as a leader?
David Bussau from Opportunity International.

Easter 2020

This year Easter occurs during the school holidays. It is good to 
pause for a moment and reflect on the true meaning of Easter.  
What is the significance of Easter to Christians? For some people, 
Easter strictly belongs to the realm of the Easter bunny and family 
get-togethers. For others, Easter is primarily a time of celebrating 
Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. For many, Easter - like 
Christmas - is celebrated as a combination of the secular and the 
sacred. Understanding Easter from a Christian perspective is vitally 
important. The celebration of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection 
from the dead is crucial for believers in Jesus Christ. Without this 
belief, there is no Christianity and no Christian Easter. 

May God bless our community and grant us peace and comfort 
during these uncertain times.

http://www.qld.gov.au/nextstep
http://www.qld.gov.au/nextstep
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Chaplaincy Chat

Gayla Mathews – Chaplain

Promises for Everyone in the Sand
Only yesterday I found myself with a seer as I stood next to 
the frozen vegetable section in my local supermarket. He and I 
happened to be reading the sign which read: ‘2 bags of frozen veg. 
per customer’ when he smiled at me, with a tooth or two missing, 
and shared that he would hate to be the one ‘called out’ at the 
checkout for trying to buy more than was allowed. He went on to 
explain how, in his opinion, COVID-19 was proving to be ‘a great 
equaliser’; for he recognised that we were all being affected; rich 
or poor, we were all in this together, with Dan Murphy being the 
winner!

The truth within his good-humoured words resonated with me and 
prompted me to consider what good could come from the current 
situation.

You see, I see the suffering that accompanies us at this time and 
the grief we will carry as a result of our sense of loss in the coming 
weeks and months; losses both large and small which will affect us 
all; and I can’t help but ask, “Where is God in this?“

Is God punishing us? No – Jesus carried that burden on the cross.

Is God with us in this? Yes – Christ is Immanuel, which means ‘God 
with us’.

Is God calling us back to Himself? Yes – this is God’s daily hope for 
us. 

At times like this we realise we are standing on sand and that we 
need to get back to ‘bedrock’. 

Jesus is The Rock and while our circumstances may change daily, 
His love and care for us remain constant. 

He is the same yesterday, today and always. (Hebrews 13:8)

Nothing can separate us from His love. (Romans 8:39)

We can bring our worries and griefs to Him. (1 Peter 5:7)

He will heal and renew us. (1 Peter 2:24)

All things will work for good as we allow Him space in our hearts. 
(Romans 8:28)

These promises are rock solid no matter what lies ahead. 

May they bless us with a hope-filled peace, awaken us to God’s 
goodness each day and spur us to share this goodness with one 
another! 

College Counsellor

Tarnya Mitchell – College Counsellor

At the beginning of last week (one hundred years ago) a staff 
member informed me that Victoria had declared a State of 
Emergency. So early in the crisis were we that I rushed to my 
wonderful colleague, Victoria Archer, to ask if there was anything I 
could do to help. 

A dopey but true story. Perhaps most of us feel like we are operating 
in our own personal state of emergency at present. A state which 
all too often declares itself at 3.00am. Recently, when I am trying to 
close my borders and sleep, an essential service has been the Calm 
app’s Sleep Stories. While travel is restricted and our adventures 
are more anxious wonderings than anticipated wanderings, Sleep 
Stories take us on slow trips to Scotland, to the stars, to hidden 
forests, or to wonder at the Northern lights. 

Sleep is a commodity we need to stockpile. When we have slept, 
we do better. In challenging times, it is natural for our bodies and 
minds to maintain vigilance. Tonight however, rather than refreshing 
your Apple News feed, allow yourself to ‘stand down’ a while and 
take a quiet seat on the night train as it meanders up the coast of 
Norway. 

Stay safe and do be in touch by email or phone should you wish to 
chat. 
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Secondary School Sport

Craig Harris – Head of Sport Years 8-12    
T: 5477 3444   E: harrisc@immanuel.qld.edu.au

In great news, the Senior Girls Soccer team is undefeated in their 
division. Each of our teams trained and played well, supported by 
an excellent group of coaches. 

Our Monday night netball teams have secured the assistance of 
professional athlete and netballer, Karla Pretorius. Karla is based 
on the Sunshine Coast but is also the Vice-Captain of South Africa’s 
national netball team and was named Player of the Tournament at 
the 2019 Netball World Cup in the United Kingdom. Our players 
are fortunate to have a netball adviser and mentor of such high 
standing.

A number of Immanuel students have also been successful in 
progressing through district and regional sporting trial pathways.

I thank students for their participation in SCISSA competitions, 
district and regional trials. I hope that in the coming weeks, they can 
be creative in finding ways to seek exercise opportunities. I also 
thank Immanuel’s coaching staff for their assistance throughout the 
term and look forward to recommencing our sporting programs.

Congratulations to Abi Boutchard on her success at the Queensland 
Athletic Championships where she finished third in hurdles and 
on her representational duties for Queensland at the National 
Heptathlon Championships. 

2020 Immanuel College Primary District and Regional 
Sports Representatives 

Primary Students have been competing extremely well at the 
District Sports Trials.

The following Primary School students were successful in gaining 
selection in both district and Sunshine Coast regional sports teams.

District Swimming - Lincon Finch, Stanley Jarrott, Lily 
Johannessen, Poppy Johannessen, Lachlan Marshall, Bray 
McAlister, Jay O’Pray, Elle Richardson, Luke Rychvalsky, Lachlan 
Starling, Jordan Turner, Maya Turner, Ruby Williams

Regional Swimming - Stanley Jarrott, Lily Johannessen, Poppy 
Johannessen, Lachlan Marshall, Jay O’Pray, Elle Richardson, 
Jordan Turner

District Basketball - Flynn Gould

District Football - Noah Meiklejohn, Koby Morrison, Luke 
Rychvalsky, Natalia Webbe

District Netball - Lily Johannessen (12 years), Poppy Johannessen 
(12 years), Jordan Turner (12 years), Maya Turner (11 years) 

Regional Equestrian - Pipi Polla-Mounter

Congratulations to all the students listed above and also to their 
parents for managing and encouraging them on to their various 
sporting success.

Keep up the great work.

Mr Johnson

Primary School Sport
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Cocurricular Music

Cocurricular Music Ensembles

The health and wellbeing of our students, staff, families and 
community members is always our number one priority. As of today, 
all Cocurricular Music ensemble rehearsals are postponed until 
further notice.

At this stage, individual and small group lessons are continuing and 
we will notify families if anything changes in this area. Thank you for 
your support.

Join Us on Facebook

Community is so important, and we invite all our Cocurricular Music 
families to look us up on Facebook and support our musicians. This 
is a great way to continue to encourage our performers and to also 
stay up to date with all things Cocurricular Music.

Immanuel Student Receives Highest Marks! 

Wow! We pass on our congratulations to Belinda Walton who has 
been acknowledged for achieving the highest result in Queensland 
for Trinity College London Speech and Drama Grade 8 in 2019. 
Awarded the Barbara Sisley Award, this is a great honour and we 
can’t wait to see where Belinda takes her talents in the future. A 
special mention to Miss Solitaire Marks who is Belinda’s Speech 
and Drama Tutor.

Online Piano Recital

How cool is this! In light of the recent cancellation of our Piano and 
Singing Recital, Mrs Emily Newton will be holding an online concert! 
Mrs Newton’s students are invited to join us at the Virtual Piano and 
Singing Recital next week (Week 10) on Thursday 2 April at 6.00pm 
for a fantastic evening of music.

Mrs Newton’s students and families will be provided with a private 
link to access a ‘meeting room’ which will become our online recital 
room!

Secondary School Assembly Performances

We are looking ahead and are keen to hear from students who 
would like to put their name down to be recorded later in the year. If 
you are interested, please email Mrs Bonar at bonare@immanuel.
qld.edu.au.

Stay up to date with Cocurricular Music at Immanuel via the closed 
Facebook group called ‘Immanuel Lutheran College Music’. We 
invite you to look us up on Facebook and request to join the 
closed group. By joining this group, you will be able to view photos 
from performances, receive updates regarding music events and 
concerts, and read stories about what our students are achieving on 
their musical journey at Immanuel.

Emily Bonar – Cocurricular Music Coordinator
T: 5477 3444 E: bonare@immanuel.qld.edu.au

mailto:bonare@immanuel.qld.edu.au
mailto:bonare@immanuel.qld.edu.au
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Diane Paterson – Commercial Operations Manager
T: 5477 3457    E: patersond@immanuel.qld.edu.au

College Shop 

To aid social distancing, we have decided to close the College 
Shop from this afternoon and for the remainder of the term. If you 
require any items, please use Flexischools or phone us on T: 5477 
3457 and we can deliver to your child’s class room or Home Group 
teacher. As already advertised, the College Shop will be closed for 
the upcoming school break. Thank you for your understanding.

A delivery of tracksuit tops arrived in the College Shop meaning we 
have limited stock available. A second order is expected at the end 
of April and will include track pants and jumpers.

Please consider your Term Two requirements and winter uniforms. 
If you leave purchasing until it becomes chilly, you may experience 
delays. You can purchase during trading hours or order online via 
Flexischools. We will deliver items to your child’s classroom or 
Home Group teacher – easy!

Year 10 boys will need to purchase long grey pants for winter. 

Maybe you have uniform items that you would like to sell back to 
us? If they are washed and ironed with no marks or stains, and 
have the current logo on them, we can add them to our supplies.

Are You Interested in Volunteering in the Tuckshop? 

We are currently working on the Term Two roster for the tuckshops 
and are looking for more volunteers. No experience is needed. 
We welcome any time you can give, whether it is once a week, 
fortnight, term or month, even if only for a few hours. Volunteering is 
a great way to meet other parents and become part of our College 
community. You are assured of a very warm welcome. As always, 
if you have any questions or wish to join us as a volunteer in either 
tuckshop, please contact me at the College Shop.

Tuckshops

Our tuckshops remain open with an even greater focus on hygiene. 

The Secondary School Tuckshop is now cashless with EFTPOS 
available. Student ID cards can be linked to Flexischools using 
the barcode. Morning tea and lunch orders can be placed via 
Flexischools and collected from the end window. Daily limits can be 
set and you can view what your child has purchased very easily. 

Primary School Tuckshop remains unchanged.

Get Started with Flexischools

You can set up an account online – it only takes a minute.

Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. 
Register your name and school.

Top-up your account via Visa, mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit.

Order by selecting from the range of options available and proceed 
to make payment for the order listed in your order pad.

Review orders by logging back into your Flexischools account. You 
can set recurring orders, view transaction history or cancel orders 
via your Flexischools login.

Set up cashless card
Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. 
Register your child’s name and school.

Top-up your account via Visa, mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 
If using the cashless card system, we recommend using auto top-
ups to ensure they’re never short on funds. Simply add this when 
completing your next top-up.

Add the ID card when adding your name or by selecting ‘set-up 
card number’ under name. Enter the number from the ID card, the 
BARCODE and click ‘save’.

Set a daily spending limit via cashless card. Funds are debited from 
your Flexischools account balance.

Commercial Operations

mailto:patersond%40immanuel.qld.edu.au?subject=
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